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Abstract 

This paper examines empirically the impact of ethnolinguistic divisions on civil conflicts through the prism of 

local interactions. Adding the local-global complementarity from Desmet et al. (2020) to Esteban et al. (2012) 

framework on ethnic divisions, I measure how local interactions play a role in the intensity of conflict. A spatial 

resolution of 5 km by 5 km is used to capture the local component and I look attentively at the effects of ethnic 

polarization, fractionalization, and the local-global complementarity on conflict. I provide empirical evidence that 

an increase in local interactions with other groups increases the overall antagonism felt towards those groups in 

the society at large. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



1. Introduction 

This work examines the impact of local interactions between different ethnolinguistic groups on civil 

conflicts.  

The fact that conflicts have always been part of our societies and can be considered inherent to human 

being is common sense. Nevertheless, the cause of those conflicts is not always easy to detect. In our 

modern societies, economic inequalities between poor and rich or political fights over a new policy are 

often good reasons to cause civil conflicts but those are not exhaustive. Therefore, number of works 

examining the diverse potential causes of conflicts already exist in the literature. 

In this paper, I analyze whether ethnolinguistic differences matter in the explanation of civil conflict 

following the work of Esteban et al. (2012) (hereafter EEA). To assess those differences, several 

variables are used. The first one is the fractionalization index which has been used in many empirical 

studies in the literature. The second one is the ethnic polarization from Montalvo and Reynal-Querol 

(2005) and the third one is a Greenberg-Gini index of ethnic differences. Those three variables have 

different importance depending on whether the conflict’s payoffs are private or public and whether the 

within-group cohesion level is high or low.  

Moreover, the specificity of my work is the addition to those variables of a geographic component 

because I believe that the spatial distribution of diversity matters in explaining conflicts. Recent papers 

in the literature are focused on ethnic polarization and this work is intended to give another story looking 

at a variable that has never been taken into account in the computation of the intensity of civil conflict. 

I use the data of ethnolinguistic diversity created by Desmet et al. (2020) (hereafter DEA) which divided 

the world into a grid composed of 5 km by 5 km cells to evaluate local interactions between ethnic 

groups. Local ethnic contact is captured by a local-global complementarity variable at different levels 

of linguistic aggregation. The higher the level, the wider the aggregation. Even though the dataset from 

DEA was built to estimate the effect of local interactions on the provision of public goods, I will use it 

in this work to test whether including this local-global complementarity variable makes a difference on 

conflicts compared to the results obtained by EEA. 

Differences on conflict could indeed be expected following two major theories in the literature: 

contact theory and conflict theory. The former states that different ethnolinguistic groups, by interacting 

together, would more easily accept others and identify to them. Local interactions would then mitigate 

conflict because people would feel less antagonism. On the other hand, conflict theory shows that the 

society is in permanent conflict due to incompatible objectives and class or ethnic group differences. 

Everyone is looking for power, but resources are limited. An increase in interactions between ethnic 

groups would then foster conflict. 

Using the PRIO/UCDP conflict data, in the baseline analysis, I estimate whether local interactions 

with other groups affecting the overall antagonism towards those other ethnolinguistic groups in the 

society at large impact the intensity of conflict. In this paper, only civil conflicts are examined which 



are conflicts where one of the parties involved is representing a country’s current government. I find 

that even though the local-global complementarity is mostly not statistically significant, an increase in 

local interactions is consistent with an increase in the intensity of conflict. Those results are consistent 

with conflict theory: interacting with other groups at the local level increases the overall antagonism 

towards those groups in the society at large leading to more conflicts. 

Next, the importance of the local-global complementarity is tested against regressions using 

alternative measures from EEA and others. First, different dependent variables are tested as proxies for 

the intensity of conflict with among them, higher thresholds from the PRIO/UCDP dataset. Second, 

alternative groupings are taken using data from the Ethnologue (Lewis, 2009). Third, in DEA’s dataset, 

they also computed the local-global complementarity using 10 km by 10 km cells, suggesting that 5 km 

by 5 km cells might be too small to evaluate local interactions. I examine the differences on the intensity 

of conflict between those two local-global complementarity measures. Fourth, using the language tree 

from the Ethnologue, I recompute the results but for the levels 2 and 15 of linguistic aggregation. Fifth, 

due to the potential presence of endogeneity, I will use the instrument for the local-global 

complementarity as developed by DEA. This instrument has been created because they were evaluating 

the effect of spatial mixing on the provision of public goods while there was a possibility that public 

goods provision impacts the spatial mixing. 

Previous works e.g., Esteban and Ray (2011), focused only on the ethnic fractionalization, 

polarization, and inequalities to explain conflicts. My work contributes to the literature by showing an 

empirical study of the effect of local-global complementarity on conflict. Since, to the best of my 

knowledge, it has not been done before, my work provides a baseline for further studies analyzing the 

effect of local interactions on conflict. 

This work is organized as follows. Section 2 describes the conceptual framework while the data is 

presented in Section 3. Section 4 provides the results from the baseline analysis and Section 5 extends 

the analysis with the use of alternative measures. Section 6 concludes. 

2. Conceptual framework 

The background I am using for this work comes from Desmet et al. (2020) and Esteban et al. (2012). 

EEA tried to find out the way ethnic divisions mattered in explaining conflicts and the private or public 

prize yielded. To define “ethnic divisions” they first used the well-known fractionalization index. This 

index, that is measuring the probability that two randomly picked individuals belong to different 

ethnolinguistic groups, has been frequently used as an independent variable in the literature; see, e.g., 

Collier and Hoeffler (2004), Fearon and Laitin (2003 a), and Miguel, Satyanath, and Sergenti (2004). 

Nevertheless, in previous empirical works, a connection between this index and civil conflicts has not 

always been found and, as DEA suggests, those papers were surely omitting a variable, but I will discuss 

that below. 



Then EEA used the index of ethnic polarization from Montalvo and Reynal-Querol (2005) who were 

the first to propose an index of polarization capturing how far the distribution of ethnic groups is from 

the (1/2,0, 0, 0, …0, 1/2) bipolar distribution which is the highest level of ethnic polarization. When the 

minority ethnic group is large enough and undivided, then the index is close to its maximum. Collier 

and Hoeffler (1998) emphasize that coordination costs would be extremely low in the case of a minority 

ethnic group being of the same size as the group identified as the governmental group. Therefore, we 

can assume that this situation would easily lead to civil conflict.  

In the literature, Duclos et al. (2004) and Esteban and Ray (2011) added the notion of intergroup 

distance in their definition of ethnic polarization. This distance parameter is used to assess the payoffs 

a group will derive from the victory of another group in the conflict. Since in most conflicts, winners 

yield a public prize that can be dominance in the political, religious, or cultural sector, each other group 

will be affected depending on their distance from the winner. 

EEA used the data and the theory from Esteban and Ray (2011) which report that conflicts over 

public and private goods should be differentiated and that every conflict can be explained by three 

factors: Fractionalization, Polarization, and a Greenberg-Gini index of ethnic difference. In function of 

the nature of the conflict, those indices will have different importance in explaining conflict intensity. 

When the group cohesion is high, ethnic fractionalization and polarization will impact conflict if the 

prize is respectively private or public. A private prize can be defined as the capture of oil exploitations 

or mining resources. On the other hand, the Greenberg-Gini index will be important if the group 

cohesion is low. To define privateness, a dummy for the production of oil and diamond is used and 

publicness is captured by several controls of autocracy. 

EEA described a measure of ethnic polarization (POL) based on Duclos et al. (2004) and Esteban 

and Ray (2011) and, the Greenberg-Gini index (GINI) with 𝑚 groups engaged in conflict, 𝑠𝑖  being the 

population share of group 𝑖 and 𝑑𝑖𝑗 the distance between group 𝑖 and group 𝑗 :  
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Where the only difference between the measure of polarization and the Greenberg-Gini index is the 

squaring in the own-group share which does not seem to be of importance but in fact matters a lot. In 

GINI, the interpretation of the own-group share is a trivial counting of the group size while for POL it 

reflects the effect of identification for an individual to its own group. DEA gives us an interpretation 

that I will discuss below. Next, I define the ethnolinguistic fractionalization index (FRAC) (called global 

ethnolinguistic fractionalization in DEA).  

 



𝐹𝑅𝐴𝐶 =  ∑ ∑ 𝑠𝑖𝑠𝑗
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DEA analyze how linguistic diversity can impact the provision of the public goods. They first show 

that the level of antagonism influences the public goods, then they brought to the discussion that analyses 

of ethnolinguistic differences would always be biased if local interactions were not considered. They 

divided the world into 5 km by 5 km cells and defined average antagonism in society by two terms. The 

first one is the ethnolinguistic fractionalization and the second one is the local-global ethnic 

complementarity (LGC) which assesses how interactions with other ethnic groups inside a cell affect 

the overall antagonism towards those same groups in the society at large. This variable is the probability 

that when three individuals are randomly picked: individuals 1 and 2 from the same cell and individual 

3 from the society at large, 2 and 3 would be from the same group and 1 from a different one.  

The local-global ethnic complementarity (LGC) in a cell 𝑘 is 

 

𝐿𝐺𝐶 =  𝛽 ∑ 𝑠𝑘
𝑘

∑ ∑ 𝑠𝑘𝑖𝑠𝑘𝑗𝑠𝑗
𝑗≠𝑖𝑖

 

 

Where 𝛽 can have a positive or negative sign depending on local interactions increasing or decreasing 

the average antagonism in the society at large and 𝑠𝑘𝑖 being the share of the population of ethnolinguistic 

group 𝑖 in cell 𝑘. 

DEA made an interesting comparison of LGC with ethnic polarization. In a society that would be 

perfectly geographically mixed, 𝑠𝑘𝑖 =  𝑠𝑖 for all cells and all groups, the local-global complementarity 

would be equal to ∑ ∑ 𝑠𝑖𝑠𝑗
2

𝑗≠𝑖𝑖 . Now, when assuming that the intergroup distance between all groups in 

the society equals to 1, we would face an equation similar to the polarization (𝑃𝑂𝐿 = ∑ ∑ 𝑠𝑖
2𝑠𝑗𝑗≠𝑖𝑖 ). In 

the polarization equation, the squared own-group share suggests that the more an individual identifies 

to his own group, the greater the antagonism towards other groups. On the opposite, a possible 

explanation for the squared other-group share in the local-global complementarity would be that the 

local interactions with other groups would lead to an identification to those other groups and thus would 

potentially mitigate the overall antagonism felt towards those groups. 

I will use DEA’s data, specifically the local-global complementarity variable, and insert it in the 

dataset from EEA to see in which direction interactions at a local level affecting overall antagonism 

would impact civil conflicts. 

3. Data 

The dataset I use is a merger between the dataset from Esteban et al. (2012) and the data on local 

interactions from Desmet et al. (2020). It covers 138 countries for a period going from 1960 to 2008 



divided into 10 subperiods of 5 years.1 The baseline is taken from EEA where I have added the local-

global complementarity variable. 

3.1. Conflict 

The intensity of conflict is measured based on the number of battle deaths from the UCDP/PRIO 

dataset.2 Since available information cannot be trusted, a convention has been made to measure conflict 

by a binary variable. There are several levels in the dataset attesting for the severity of the conflict. In 

my baseline, I use the lowest level, PRIO25, which takes the value of 1 when conflicts reach 25 battle 

death per year and 0 otherwise. There are two other levels above: PRIOCW, which attests when conflicts 

reach 1000 battle deaths since onset and PRIO1000, which takes the value of 1 when conflicts reach 

1000 deaths per year and that can be considered as “civil war”. 

3.2. Groups and Distances 

I use the data from EEA which have made an analysis based on an update of the data from Fearon 

(2003 b). In the dataset, more than 800 “ethnic and ethnoreligious” groups in 160 countries are 

identified. That classification is the one adopted by EEA because considered to be among all attempts 

to describe ethnic divisions one of the most careful ones. 

To define intergroup distances, the preferences over public goods would be needed but since this 

data does not exist, an alternative had to be found. In the literature, Greenberg (1956); Laitin (2000); 

Fearon (2003 a); Desmet et al. (2009); and Desmet et al. (2012), the linguistic distance has been used as 

a proxy for the distance between two groups in preferences over public goods. Now, to identify the 

linguistic distance between two groups, languages are classified on a language tree. There are 15 

different levels of classification reported by the Ethnologue, the 15th being the most precise considering 

two close dialects like Walloon and Picard as two different languages while the first level is aggregating 

worldwide spoken languages. Depending on the level chosen, the distance between two groups will be 

reflected by the distance between their languages on the tree. In the baseline analysis, level 5 is chosen 

because intermediate levels of linguistic aggregation were considered the most relevant for the provision 

of public goods by Desmet et al. (2012). I assumed it would be the same for the intensity of conflict. 

Other analyses will be discussed later with other levels of branching.  

3.3. Spatial distribution of languages 

DEA split the world into cells to evaluate the number of individuals speaking each language at a 

local level. It was considered that 5 km by 5 km cells were reasonably well reflecting this local 

component and this resolution is used in the baseline analysis. Different data sources were combined to 

develop their grid of cells: the World Language Mapping System from the Ethnologue (Lewis, 2014) 

 
1 The last period, 2005-2008, contains only 4 years. 
2 This is a joint dataset of the Uppsala University and the Peace Research Institute, Oslo. See Gleditsch et al. 

(2002) for a presentation of the dataset. 



and Landscan3. With those two sources, DEA had the data about the number of people per cell, the 

number of speakers of each language per country, and whether in a precise cell, a language is spoken. 

Nevertheless, what they did not have was the number of speakers of each language in each cell. Several 

papers had constructed datasets of linguistic groups at a local level, but DEA used an iterative 

proportional fitting algorithm that allocates individuals to cells by considering the cells’ populations and 

the country numbers of speakers for each language. With this algorithm, the problem of allocating the 

right share of speakers in cells where several languages are spoken is solved. 

3.4. Descriptive statistics 

In Table (1) and Table (2), a summary of the statistics of the main variables is displayed. The variable 

of interest, the local-global complementarity, the ethnic fractionalization and polarization, and the 

Greenberg-Gini index.  

Table (2) is more interesting because shows the correlation coefficients between all those four 

variables. The coefficients are relatively low suggesting that the variables are independent and non-

correlated with each other. Hence, they are relevant to use together for this analysis. 

 

 

3.5. Additional variables 

In this section, I present the set of controls used in the baseline and the extensions. Those controls 

were the ones already used by Montalvo and Reynal-Querol (2005) and by EEA; Log population (POP); 

log per capita GDP (GDPPC); a dummy for the production of oil/diamond (OILDIAMOND); the 

percentage of mountainous terrain in the country (MOUNT); the noncontiguity of country’s regions 

(NCONT); the presence of democracy (DEMOC). Moreover, some additional governance controls are 

also added: the lack of executive constraints (EXCONS); the autocracy level (AUTOCR); the extent of 

suppression of civil liberties (CIVLIB), and political rights (POLRIGHT). Those additional variables 

are taken from Polity IV and Freedom House. The values of the coefficients are the ones from the first 

year of each five-year period. 

 
3 See the data from the Oak Ridge National Laboratory (1997) 



4. Baseline analysis 

The dependent variable PRIO25A measures the intensity of conflict based on the number of deaths 

related to a conflict. There are several levels of intensity in the PRIO dataset and PRIO25A is the lowest 

of them indicating when a conflict is reaching 25 battle deaths in the five-year period. In each column 

of Table (3) we are going to find the ethnic polarization, the ethnolinguistic fractionalization, a 

Greenberg-Gini index of ethnic difference, the population control variables, and the variable of interest: 

the local-global complementarity variable. In column 2, I added the lagged PRIO25A, and in column 3 

the GDP per capita. Column 4 adds a dummy for the presence of oil or diamond production in the 

country. Column 5 adds geographical variables: the presence of mountains and non-contiguous regions. 

Column 6 adds the dummy for democracy. And finally, more specific political controls are added in 

column 7. Besides the local-global complementarity, the baseline is the same as in EEA. 

The coefficient of POL is positive and highly significant in all columns. This means that the 

publicness of the prize and the group cohesion are important and as they increase, the intensity of conflict 

increases. Since in most conflicts, winners yield a public prize, the fact that the coefficient of POL is 

positive is not surprising. The coefficient of FRAC is also positive but significant in only 5 columns out 

of 7. This suggests that the privateness of the prize is also important in explaining conflict but to a lesser 

degree than the publicness reflected by the ethnolinguistic polarization. The coefficient of GINI is 

negative and statistically significant throughout the regressions. 

The variable of interest, the local-global complementarity is positive and even though it is not 

statistically significant in the two first columns, it becomes significant in column 3 when the per capita 

GDP is introduced. In columns 4 and 7, the coefficient is not significant with the conventional levels 

but is right above the 10% of significance. Using the theory from DEA that I summarized in the 

conceptual framework, a possible explanation can be provided for the sign of the local-global 

complementarity. Even though it is not statistically significant in all the regressions, the fact that it has 

a positive value is interesting. It means, following the theory, that the value of 𝛽 is positive suggesting 

that interactions with other groups at the local level impacts positively the overall antagonism felt 

towards those groups in the society at large leading to an increase in the intensity of conflict. 

In the literature, papers like Duclos et al. (2004) and Esteban and Ray (2011) were putting forward 

the use of ethnic polarization to evaluate conflict. In this work, I analyze the breadth of the impact of 

local-global complementarity on conflict. Using a marginal effect analysis, I examine which of those 

two variables has the higher effect on the intensity of conflict. The results obtained show that 

polarization has a higher and more robust effect than local-global complementarity. 

Then, the population control is highly significant and positive but does not have a huge impact on 

conflict. The lagged conflict coefficient, on the other hand, while highly significant is largely impacting 

conflict positively. It might be obvious but passed conflicts seems to lead to future conflicts. On the 



other hand, the per capita GDP influences conflict negatively and is also highly significant suggesting 

that a richer country will endure less conflict.  

The production of oil and diamonds seems to not affect the incidence of conflict as the control for 

democracy and other political measures of autocracy. However, results show that the presence of 

mountainous terrains and non-contiguous regions will impact conflict positively. 

 

5. Extensions 

To challenge the robustness of the baseline analysis, some variations are examined in the following 

section. I analyze alternative measures of conflict (5.1.); alternative ethnic groups classification 

(5.2.); larger cell sizes (5.3.); higher and lower linguistic aggregation levels (5.4.); and an instrument 

for the LGC (5.5.). Furthermore, alternative results without ethnic polarization can be found in the 

appendix. 



5.1. Alternative measures of Conflict 

In the baseline, the dependent variable measuring conflict is the binary variable PRIO25A, but other 

variables can also be used to measure conflict.  

In Table (4), column 1 is a repetition of column 6 from Table (3) used for comparison with the 

alternative measures of conflict. In column 2, the dependent variable is PRIOcwA which is a binary 

variable taking the value of 1 if the overall conflict has reached 1000 deaths since onset. Column 3 is 

using the highest-level variable from the PRIO dataset: PRIO1000A. This variable demands 1,000 

deaths per year and is considered as “civil war”. Column 4 employs PRIOINT, a nonbinary variable 

based on the PRIO dataset that could take the value 0 when the 25-deaths per year threshold is not 

attained, 1 when it is reached, and 2 when conflicts yield 1000 deaths per year. In column 5, I use the 

continuous index of social conflict (ISC) computed by the Cross-National Time-Series Data Archive 

(CNTS) and used by Banks (2008) as an alternative measure of conflict intensity. A weighted average 

over eight different manifestations of internal conflict is used to form the index ISC, adopted by Rummel 

(1963). The lagged variables of conflict are adjusted for every regression in addition to the same controls 

used in the baseline.  

The polarization coefficient is highly significant and positive; FRAC is positive but not significant 

in most of the columns as for the local-global complementarity; GINI has its expected negative 

coefficient but is not significant in most of the columns either. As it is interesting to have different 

dependent variables as proxies for conflict, I must recognize that some are not that useful for this analysis 

because they do not capture every conflict. The PRIO25A registers all conflicts that have more than 25 

battle deaths in a year and is thus better fitting in this analysis that has for objective to assess the impact 

of local-global complementarity on every conflict. On the other hand, the other variables like PRIOcwA 

or PRIO1000A can be useful too in other analyses more focused on bigger conflicts for example but 

here I cannot afford to ignore conflicts that do not make hundreds of deaths. 

5.2. Alternative Groupings 

EEA trusted the Fearon classification of ethnic groups (Fearon 2003 a) and I use it in the baseline 

but in some cases like Papua where no linguistic group reaches one percent of the population, it appeared 

that the classification of the ethnic groups needed the researcher intervention to define which ethnic 

groups are the relevant ones. Hence, the information from the Ethnologue about linguistic groups is 

taken as an alternative way of measuring the number of groups. When Fearon identified more than 800 

“ethnic and ethnoreligious” groups, the Ethnologue reports 6,912 known living languages and the size 

of each of them in each country. Even though nowadays, conflicts are not happening between the groups 

reported by the Ethnologue anymore, the linguistic distance is a good proxy for the difference over the 

preferences for public good. Table (5) is the exact replication of Table (4) using the Ethnologue groups. 

Polarization is still highly significant and positive but the GINI, FRAC, and local-global coefficients 

are not significant anymore. It is not surprising that coefficients are no longer significant because the 



groups following the Ethnologue data lack the intergroup distance that we could find in the ethnic groups 

formed by Fearon (2003 a). Hence, group formation is less robust. 

 

5.3. Alternative cell sizes (10km x 10km) 

In the baseline, regressions were made using the local-global complementarity in 5 km by 5 km cells 

because it was determined by DEA to be the reasonable size to evaluate the “local” component of an 

individual’s life and the other individuals he was interacting with. Next, I am going to analyze the results 

when using the LGC in 10 km by 10 km cells. Table (6) reports those results. 

Fundamentally, the results are not that different from the baseline analysis. The coefficients have 

similar values and significance which consolidates the idea that 5 km by 5 km cells are enough to 

perfectly reflect the local-global complementarity. Enlarging the size of the cells would not bring any 

value. 



 

5.4. Alternative levels of linguistic aggregation 

In the baseline analysis languages are aggregated at level 5 out of 15 because an intermediate level 

of linguistic aggregation is the most relevant for the provision of public goods as elaborated by Desmet 

et al (2012). I assumed that it was the case for the analysis of the intensity of conflict. Nevertheless, I 

compute the same regressions as in the baseline but this time for levels 2 and 15 of linguistic aggregation, 

respectively Table (7) and Table (8), to see if the results would change. Level 2 is a very broad 

aggregation considering French, Italian, and the other Latin languages as part of the same linguistic 

group while level 15 is the most precise level of linguistic aggregation considering similar dialects like 

Walloon and Picard as different languages. 



 

 

5.4.1. Level 2 of Linguistic Aggregation 

Polarization and fractionalization are highly significant and positive; GINI is significant and 

negative; the local-global complementarity coefficient at level 2 of linguistic aggregation is not 

significant. The LGC coefficient not being significant is consistent with the theory from Desmet et al. 

(2012). Next, I analyze if that theory is also true for the most precise level of aggregation. 



 

5.4.2. Level 15 of Linguistic Aggregation 

The results of the analysis with the linguistic aggregation of LGC are in Table (8). Polarization and 

fractionalization are still highly significant and positive as before; GINI is not significant in most of the 

columns; the local-global complementarity coefficient at level 15 is not significant. 

What is interesting here is that, although it is not significant, the LGC at level 15 of linguistic 

aggregation is negatively impacting conflict unlike the level 5 in the baseline and level 2 just above. 

This would suggest that local interactions with another group mitigate the overall antagonism felt 

towards this group in the society at large reducing the intensity of conflict. But since the coefficient is 

not statistically significant, I cannot give a real valid interpretation of it. Again, the fact that the LGC 

coefficient is not significant is consistent with the theory and consolidates the idea that an intermediate 

level of aggregation is the most relevant for the analysis of conflict intensity. 



 

5.5. Instrumental Variable Approach  

In the baseline, I use the local-global complementarity variable from DEA. But the paper reports a 

suspicion of endogeneity between the population spatial mixing and the public good. Individuals coming 

from the same ethnolinguistic group would cluster to feel safer when facing bad public goods provision. 

This implies that public goods provision has an impact on spatial mixing while we try to evaluate the 

opposite. Even though this presence of endogeneity is challenged with solid arguments it could not be 

eliminated and led to the construction of an instrument for the local-global complementarity. As in their 

paper, they were evaluating for endogeneity with public goods, this instrument can still be used to 

analyze the link with civil conflicts.  

The instrument relies on languages used in neighboring countries. For each cell of a country, the 

closest cell in a neighboring country is taken, and if a language is spoken there and, in the country, then 

the language is assigned to the cell. If a language is not spoken in any of the closest cells in the 

neighboring countries, it is assumed that it is spoken in all cells of the country. Results of the use of this 

instrumental variable can be found in Table (9). 



Throughout, the instrumental local-global complementarity is highly significant and positive and has 

a larger value than in the baseline. POL is also highly significant and positive; FRAC and GINI are 

respectively positive and negative but are only significant in the first two columns.  

When analyzing the marginal effects of ethnic polarization and instrumental local-global 

complementarity on conflict, this time the latter has a larger impact. Results show that both coefficients 

have a large positive impact on conflict and are robust, but the instrumental LGC value is larger. This 

analysis implies through the instrument that, an increase in interactions with other groups at a local level 

will increase the overall antagonism felt towards those same groups in the society at large, increasing 

the intensity of conflict. 

 

 

 

 



6. Conclusion 

This paper examines the impact of local interactions on civil conflict in 5 km by 5 km cells through 

the period 1960-2008. Firstly, I implemented a variable created by DEA, the local-global 

complementarity, in the framework from EEA. This variable evaluates the probability that when three 

individuals are randomly drawn with 1 and 2 from the same cell and 3 from the society at large, 2 and 3 

belong to the same group and 1 to a different one. The size of the cells, 5 km by 5 km was chosen 

because considered to be reasonable to capture the local component of interactions. Then to define 

groups and the distance between them, I followed the literature e.g., Fearon (2003a) and Desmet et al. 

(2012) which used the linguistic distances as proxies. Linguistic differences vary following the level of 

aggregation chosen on the language tree from the Ethnologue. An intermediate level was considered to 

be the most relevant by Desmet et al (2012) and hence, used in this work. 

When proceeding to the empirical analysis, my results show that an increase in local interactions 

with other groups increases the overall antagonism felt towards those groups in the society in general 

which increases conflict intensity. But since the local-global complementarity coefficient was not 

significant in most of the specifications, those results cannot be considered highly robust. 

Through the different extensions, I challenge the results of the baseline analysis. The alternative 

measures of conflict intensity were less relevant and the groupings from the Ethnologue were less robust 

since they were lacking the intergroup distance. Then, I questioned the cells’ size chosen by DEA by 

using 10 km by 10 km cells. However, larger cells were not producing significantly different results 

consolidating the idea that 5 km by 5 km was the right size to assess local interactions. Next, I compute 

the same regressions but change the linguistic aggregation level from the Ethnologue. I use level 2 which 

is very coarse and considers very different languages as part of the same group and level 15 which is the 

most precise level differentiating dialects. Both levels were not producing significant results thus I 

consider that an intermediate level of linguistic aggregation stays more relevant. 

In the last extension, I use an instrument for the local-global complementarity elaborated by DEA. 

This instrument relies on the closest cells of the neighboring countries to define the shares of speakers 

of each language in each cell. The results with the instrumentalized variable are far more significant and 

consistent with local interactions increasing conflict. Furthermore, the LGC effect on conflict is even 

higher than the effect of polarization suggesting that local interactions impacting overall antagonism are 

useful in the explanation of conflict intensity and should not be omitted. 

In this paper, local interactions increase conflict but with the level 15 of linguistic aggregation, the 

LGC had a negative sign even though the coefficient was not significative. More research is needed on 

the different linguistic aggregation level to observe at what level does the local-global complementarity 

coefficient have a negative value and with what controls.  



Appendix  

Analysis without ethnic polarization 

In the next table, the ethnic polarization has been taken out of the equation. Fractionalization is 

significant in all the regressions while LGC is significant in most of them, but both still have their 

positive coefficient. GINI is not significant in most of the specifications while lagged conflict and per 

capita GDP are still highly significant and respectively positive and negative. Without ethnic 

polarization, we can observe that the local-global complementarity coefficient has a higher positive 

value and is more significant than in the baseline. 
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